RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

November 11, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Ginger Carpenter, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Ginger Mello, Georgia Morgan, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Earlene Smith

OTHERS PRESENT:  Josiah Vencel and Elinor Wells

MINUTES – Mary Lou Bennett corrected the Board and General Minutes stating she inadvertently had given the August numbers for Host/Hostess Program at the Board Meeting but correct numbers were given at the General Meeting.  The correct numbers should read “for the month of September there were 31 volunteers who worked 95 hours and assisted 892 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through September 2008 the volunteers assisted 265,034 visitors.  Also, on the Board Minutes a correction needs to be made on Conference – Free Tax.  The correction is a Free Tax Seminar for Non-Profit Organizations attended by Mary Lou Bennett and Jeanne Berkshire held on October 15, 2008.  MOTION by Georgia Morgan with the corrections to accept the minutes, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – Dave Merritt, delegate, was not in attendance.  Ginger Mello, alternate delegate, gave a short overall view of the speakers and topics.  There were only 87 attendees at the conference.  The next conference will be held in Ventura in April 2009.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of October there were 35 volunteers who worked 106 hours and assisted 1,588 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through October 2008 the volunteers assisted 266,622 visitors.
MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced that we will have Greg Sanders from CALM speaking today on Holiday Lights.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported the newsletter was out and she has started the next newsletter.  Mary Lou asked whether we would like to run a Liberty Mutual advertisement in the January-February issue as we have been doing for the last several years.  After considerable discussion, it was decided to continue to run the advertisement.  What they pay compensates us for the additional expenses.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel announced the next Retirement Seminar will be held December 4, 2008.
TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of October 2008.  MOTION by Georgia Morgan to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.  MOTION by Georgia Morgan to approve the Claims Report for October, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.

COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 2 Kern Federal Credit Union statements, 2 names to be added to the TREND e-mail list, 1 check from Kern County, 2 “Light up a Life” letters, 5 County Newsletters, 1 passport advertisement, 1 Disney advertisement, 2 Heifer Catalogs, 3 letters from Walter Mortensen Insurance, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Shelter Newsletter, 1 Fortress Statement and a statement and receipt from the United States Postal Service.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION OF KERN (CCEOK)

Secretary Ginger Mello reported a meeting is scheduled to be held and will be hosted by REOKC on November 13, 2008.

WEB PAGE – No Report

PAC UPDATE – Brenda Preston reported she was still looking into the PAC. Chuck Waide was interested in a PAC and told Brenda he would get back to her and would like to speak to our Board regarding a PAC.  We will look forward to seeing Chuck.

PRINTING QUOTES – Mary Lou Bennett announced that Norman Briggs requested she get quotes regarding glossy and color printing.  Mary Lou obtained the estimates for printing and mail prep of a 4 Page and a 6 Page issue.  It is approximately $700 - $800 more than we are paying now.  Comments were made by several board members to leave it alone.   MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to leave the TREND printing as it is, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.  
BALLOTS ARE READY – The ballots are ready for distribution.  
NEW BUSINESS:

POSSIBLE BY-LAW CHANGES – President Jeanne Berkshire explained that we need to look into one Section of our By-Laws directly involved in voting powers.  Secretary Ginger Mello read the definitions of Regular Members, Associate Members, Honorary Members and Life Members.  The current by-laws state only Regular and Life Members have the power to vote and at this time we do not have a list of who is to vote.  MOTION by Tony Rizos to change the wording of Article II, Section 6 to “The voting power of the members of Retired Employees of Kern County shall be limited to members as defined in Section 5 of this Article ”, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  Ginger will present this to the General Members at the meeting prior to lunch so that members can vote while waiting to get their lunch. 
CHRISTMAS PARKING PROBLEM – President Jeanne Berkshire announced that St. Mark’s Church had contacted her and the 2nd Tuesday of December they have a group which will be meeting and which will reduce the extra parking for REOKC members.  As the Board talked about this item, several car pools were put together by board members.  Kathy Ponec-Ervin asked what it would take to be able to use the old Meadows Field for parking and have a shuttle bus to transport.  Good idea to work on for next year but too late this year.

COMMITTEE TO DO SET UP/TEAR DOWN TABLES EACH MONTH -  Secretary Ginger Mello announced the Parks Department implemented an ordinance over the summer to no longer set up or tear down tables and chairs.  Norman Briggs sent Ginger an e-mail with his ideas of who we could get to help us.  Norman suggested 1.) Set up/take down ourselves, 2.) Contact Jeff Frapwell to see if there is a way to get help (at a fee) and 3. ) Contact North High School to see if there are football players who can help (again at a fee).  Kathy Ponec-Ervin stated there is a program through Kern High School District called ROC for students who might be able to help.  It was decided that Secretary Ginger Mello would make some telephone calls and keep the Board updated on the outcome.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA DONATION – A discussion was held regarding how many and where to get poinsettias for our Christmas luncheon.  Secretary Ginger Mello stated she has been told that Home Depot makes donations.  Kathy Ponec-Ervin stated Highland High School FFA also sells poinsettias for $10.00 each.  It was decided Ginger would write a letter to Home Depot and request no more than 24 poinsettias be donated to REOKC.  If we can’t get them donated, then Kathy can check with Highland High School FFA.

ANNOUNCEMENTS – Brenda Preston reported she needs more luncheon tickets beginning in January and Mary Lou Bennett stated she will order the same amount and same colors as she did last time.

MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to adjourn the meeting at 11:15 a.m., seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary   
